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Newsflash – This Just In 
 

Henry Ford Health Systems in Detroit together with Haitian Connection had their research 
proposal titled: A Community-Based Study to Understand Gender Roles and Promote Gender 
Equality in Rural and Urban Settings in Haiti, approved by Henry Ford's IRB (Institutional Review 
Board). More about this exciting development in the next newsletter. 
 

Haitian Connection Launches Divergent Thinking Institute 
On Saturday, March 25, Haitian Connection officially launched its 
Divergent Thinking Institute. The event was by invitation only, and 
the invitees represented various sectors of civil society who are 
working with groups to whom they can offer the seminar. The 
participants enjoyed a little taste of what we would do in a 
Divergent Thinking Seminar. All in attendance were impressed by 
the process, and we all toasted with champagne in a specially 
decorated room. A big step for Haitian Connection!  

 

              
 

Mental Health Agents Experience Divergent Thinking Seminar 
 

On Saturday, March 11, Haitian Connection conducted an “amazingly successful” Divergent Thinking 
Seminar for all 15 of our Mental Health Agents. The all-day seminar was held at the Pastorale des 
Jeunes, a Catholic youth center, and aptly facilitated by UNOGA Agronomy graduates Pierre-Moise 
Louis and Renel Pierre. Participants kept saying how useful what they learned is, and they suggested 
that the political leaders of the area all should be required to take this seminar. Haitian Connection and 
Pastorale des Jeunes are collaborating on numerous projects in Jérémie.  
 

              
 



Divergent Thinking Seminar for Teachers in Jean Bellune a Success 
On Saturday, March 11, Haitian Connection gave a seminar in the 
community of Jean Bellune, about a 3-hour driving distance from Jérémie 
over VERY poor roads.  The seminar was for teachers of St. Bernard 
School, which belongs to the parish of St. Bernard of Clairvaux.  Fr. 
Jean-Rony, Vice President of Haitian Connection, is the parish priest.  
The seminar was well received with some critical questions from the 
teachers. They thought about the rationale 

for the various exercises, and participated enthusiastically.  The entire 
community of Jean Bellune welcomed us, and the parish staff showed 
us warm hospitality.  Jean Bellune is a very poor area, quite a distance 

from everything.  Their greatest problem is 
water, because there is no direct water 
source and they only have rain water to rely 
on.  Hurricane Matthew devastated the region, but new life is springing 
forth, and farmers have been busy planting.  (By the way, the church 
was full on Sunday.) Given the response from the teachers and the 
community, Haitian Connection plans to continue work in this area. 

 

          
 

 

   

  
 

Haitian Connection Obtains a Vehicle 
Well, here it is finally, the car. 

Thanks to some very generous 

donations, Haitian Connection has 

finally been able to obtain a car. 

This will make our lives so much 

easier, especially in visiting schools, 

organizing meetings and so much 

more. A big “thank you” to all who contributed to make this 

possible! 
 

Housing Update 
In Bodwen, three of the newest houses built by Haitian Connection withstood Hurricane Matthew 
and served as temporary shelters for those displaced by the storm. In all, 34 houses now have had 
their roofs replaced and minor repairs completed. There remain 16 houses that were most severely 
damaged and must be completely rebuilt. As funds come in, we will embark on rebuilding each 
house. 

 
 



Trees That Feed Foundation Helps Farmers in Hurricane Recovery 
 Seeds that Feed is a temporary program sponsored by the Trees That Feed 
Foundation in response to Hurricane Matthew, which destroyed all the crops in 
the area. The intent was to get seeds to farmers so they could plant and get results 
relatively quickly so that people would have something to eat, and that effort is 
now "bearing fruit".  Haitian Connection's agronomists Pierre-Moise Louis and 
Renel Pierre, graduates of UNOGA, distributed 54 large coffee cans of black 
beans to farmers in Doudouche and the neighboring communities of Jean Bellune 

and Dekade, for planting, along with sweet potato seedlings and 
tomato, green pepper, okra, green onion, carrot and cashew seeds. 
This was made possible by a generous donation from the Trees That 
Feed Foundation. The seeds were purchased by Trees That Feed 
Foundation and distributed by Jérémie Breadfruit Flour as well as by 
Fr. Jean-Rony.  100 farmers received seeds, and they are already 
giving fruit. This program has averted severe food crisis in the areas 
serviced, and will continue to do so until the area recovers fully from 
the hurricane’s destruction. 

             
 

Tutoring Center Overcomes Hurricane, Demonstrations 
Despite incredible obstacles our tutoring center is up and running. During 
Hurricane Matthew, the building that houses Haitian Connection offices 
and many of our activities, lost its second floor, allowing water to seep 
into the space rented by Haitian Connection. The building is centrally 
located in Jérémie, and serves as the office for Haitian Connection, a 
counseling center, a meeting center for multiple activities, including the 
tutoring center.  
After the damage from the hurricane 
was repaired, the new year began with 
massive demonstrations in Jérémie. 

Although school attendance was disrupted during the unrest, 
the tutoring center kept functioning.  The tutoring center is a 
collaborative effort with Partners in Parenting Haiti for children 
who have difficulty succeeding in school. There are about eight 
children who attend tutoring four days a week for two hours in 
the afternoon. The children are earthquake orphans or have 
been abandoned by their families.  

 

 



Child to Child Program Teaches New Skills 
The Child to Child Program has begun some new exercises in our 

monthly gatherings. Each meeting we start with some Divergent 

Thinking activities, designed to help the children develop critical 

thinking skills and creative problem-solving. Asking the question: What 

next? which is asking the children to do some thinking about the future. 

We amuse them with trick questions. For 

example, in English, we can ask: What is your name? And then ask how 

do you spell "it"? Almost everybody will spell their last name, but the 

correct answer is to spell "it" i-t. We also had some try a number of 

different combinations with 2 different color blocks to encourage 

imaginative thinking. The Child-to-Child program also meets in the multi-

purpose center, and 21 kids are involved 
 

Water Filter Delivered 
A water filter from Life Straws was given to the Mothers' Group in the community of Paroty. This 

is an important gift in a place where potable water is rare. Paroty was especially hard-hit by 

Hurricane Matthew, and Haitian Connection is in the explorative stages to see how we can assist 

and help the community develop, especially the women.  
 

                             
 

Book Corner 
Haiti Is by Cindy Similien-Johnson and Paola Velez, CSJ Media 
Publishing, 2017 
 

Cindy Similien-Johnson is a Haitian-American writer, born and raised 
in New York City. She studied English Literature and Creative Writing at 
Barnard College-Columbia University. She believes art and literature can 
empower men, women, and children to think courageously about the 
impact they can have in their own communities and the rest of the world. 

Paola Velez is a Dominican-American visual artist. She was born in New York, and raised in both 
NYC and Orlando, FL. She studied Culinary Arts at Le Cordon Bleu. She believes that art and 
literature can impact and change how the world views minorities. 

They have collaborated on a book that recounts and celebrates childhood memories of Haiti. 
Written in poetic and hushed tones accompanied by whimsical and dreamlike illustrations, the 
book introduces young readers to the beauty and wonder of Haiti. 



Meet Our Editor 
Lorraine Antieau is the founding editor of the Haitian Connection Newsletter, a 
quarterly e-newsletter which began in January 2012.  In the 90’s and early 2000’s, 
Lorraine traveled to Haiti eight times with another organization and loved the 
spirit of the Haitian people.  Since then she had longed to find a way to make a 
difference through a local organization empowering Haitians to strive for their 
own dreams.  Haitian Connection does just that, and Lorraine is thrilled to be a 
small part of the process by editing the newsletter, as well as occasional appeals 
and updates from Renate. It is truly a labor of love.  Lorraine is a dialysis social 

worker living and working in Chicago.  She has been married to Dave, a United Church of Christ 
pastor, for 40 years, and they have two young adult sons. 
 

Haitian Connection  
Haitian Connection is a 501(c) (3) tax exempt organization founded in 2005, which focuses on the needs of women, children 
and young adults in the Jérémie region of southwest Haiti. A variety of projects have already touched thousands of lives: 
houses have been built for more than 97 women and their children; a small microcredit program is providing economic 
opportunity for women in 2 communities; a potable water initiative is giving healthy water to one thousand; and local school 
teachers have received training in the Child-to-Child method.   
 

In response to the earthquake and its psychological aftermath, Haitian Connection has established a mental health program in 
Jérémie to provide counsel as people resettle, tally their losses and adjust to a new more reality. 27 members of the community 
have been trained in psychological first aid.  Haitian Connection is also working to strengthen the University of the Nouvelle 
Grand’Anse by partnering with professionals in the US and other countries. We will begin our 8th year on September 5.  
 

Support Us  
Haitian Connection is a 501(c) (3) nonprofit corporation registered in Illinois and your gifts are tax deductible. Our projects 
depend on volunteers and the financial support of people who desire to help.   
 

The cost of building a home for a woman and her family in Jérémie is $2,000.  The houses have three rooms and a latrine.  
You could contribute to a house, or get your church/organization to sponsor a whole house.  
 

Scholarships for UNOGA students: $640/year is a full scholarship; partial scholarships welcome.  
Microcredit group: contributions accepted.  
Mental Health Program: contributions to mental health center accepted (total cost for one year $10,000)  
Child to Child program: training one teacher costs $1,000, and $100-200 can send our trained teachers out to train others.  
 

To support our projects financially, donate online by visiting our website at: www.HaitianConnection.org    
If you would prefer to send a donation by mail, please address checks to:  

Haitian Connection  
                 5300 South Shore Drive # 27                   

Chicago, IL 60615  
 

When you order from Amazon.com, giving to Haitian Connection is easy! Simply go to https://smile.amazon.com/ to get 
started!  
 

Get Involved  
The University is looking for volunteers: English teachers, professors for the General Studies curriculum (any subject in the 
liberal arts, the humanities or the sciences) as well as professors for Agricultural Sciences and Management.  
 

Minimally, English teachers should have some college.  Professors must have M.A., 
M.S., or Ph.D. in their field.   
English teachers, minimum 3-week commitment  
Professors in General Studies (any academic subject) (3-week commitment)  
Professors in Management (3-week commitment) Professors in Agronomy (3-week 
commitment)  
 

To volunteer, contact Renate Schneider at haitianconnection@gmail.com or by phone 
at 312/493-3719; in Haiti: 011/509/3 463-7532.   
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