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First Poetry Workshop Held in Jérémie 
July 11, 2017 Haitian Connection launched its Continuing Education Institute 

and its Language Institute. We hosted Janine Harrison, Highland, Indiana's 

poet laureate, who gave an outstanding workshop in poetry writing. Very 

appropriate for Jérémie which is called the city of poets. Jérémie has a strong 

literary tradition. The students wrote very moving poems, presented the 

poems and received a certificate. Janine is a creative writing professor at 

Purdue University NW. Thank you Janine for a beautiful workshop. We have 

some talented writers among those young people who participated. Some of 

the poems will be published on Haitian Connection's blog. 

             

                                                        
 

La jwa                                                               Joy                                                  
Se yon gwo van ou pa ka konn vale l                 She is a powerful wind, you do not know her value 

Li presye tankou dyaman                                   She is a precious diamond 

ke ou ta vle posede                                            you would like to own 

Men elas! Mond lan telman kriye l                     But alas, the world is crying 

Ke la jwa pa ka regne.                                       And joy cannot reign 

Men se nan tet ansanm tankou zwazo               But it is by working together like the birds 

La jwa ka regne                                                 that joy can reign 

Le sa nou ta chante ayibobo                              then we can sing ayibobo  

Viv la jwa e nou tout ka viv nan senserite.         Long live joy, and we can shout with all sincerity 

        Viv la jwa!!!!                                                   Long live our joy!!! 
 

By Kendy Jourdan Love, participant in the Poetry Workshop, translated by Renate Schneider 

Look for more poems from the workshop in coming newsletters! 



Haitian Connection Initiates First Summer Learning Camp 
This summer Haitian Connection launched its first weeklong summer camp. 

For five mornings, we learned and played. For the environmental portion of 

our program we used the coloring book Plant a Tree and Good Things 

Happen. This is a book designed by Trees That Feed Foundation's president 

Mary McLaughlin. The kids learned about the importance of trees and at the 

end of the session got to take home a tree seedling. We also learned a bit of 

English, especially through songs. A favorite was "if 

you're happy and you know it clap your hands...". In 

addition, we worked on some arts and crafts, had a talent show, and played 

some fun games. The last day we gave out certificates. Each day we also 

served a snack, and the last day we Americanized by serving hot dogs and 

French fries. One day we had he kids make their own peanut butter 

sandwiches. We also had them sweep and clean up each day. A great 

experience for all, and many thanks to our able teachers Flore Jean Baptiste 

and Eliasme Jean Silfin.  
 

            
 

            
 

         
  



Hope for Haiti Trained on Growing and Using Breadfruit 
 

Jérémie Breadfruit Flour and Nursery has just completed a training for the staff of Hope for Haiti. 

But they were not only trained in how to transform breadfruit into flour, and how to plant 

breadfruit trees; they also prepared some delicious snacks using breadfruit flour. Great job, Pierre-

Moise, director of Jérémie Breadfruit Flour and Nursery. This is a wonderful example of business 

development in Haiti. 

           
 

Goat Project Update  
 

I received a very exciting phone call from one of the women in Paroty. Two of the goats had kids, 
each of the mama goats gave birth to two healthy baby goats. So, two goats donated became six, 
this is a success. Once the babies are weaned one of them will go to a woman who did not receive 
a goat the first time around. I also had a chance to chat with the 
women and ask how things are now, after the hurricane. While 
everything is green, it will be at least two years if not more 
before the fruit trees bear fruit again. Breadfruit, avocados, 
mangos, all will take time. This is hard in an area where people's 
livelihood depends on agriculture. In December, there will be 
bananas and plantains, and people are planting yams and 
potatoes. While progress is being made, it will still take quite a 
bit of time for everything to be back to normal. Goats are a real 
help, and we will see if we can supply more. If you feel moved 
to contribute to the goat fund, please do so.  
 

                      
 

 

 

 

 



Scholars Benefitting from Scholarship Program in the New School Year 
 

This academic year Haitian Connection is supporting two university students and two elementary 

students with full tuition scholarships, and one high school student by helping him purchase books. 
 

Meet Starmeline Lindor. She has just turned 8 years old this September 

and she is in 4th grade. She is very smart and gets excellent grades; most 

importantly she really likes school, and learning about all kinds of subjects. 

She received a full scholarship for this academic year. Starmeline is active in 

her church, and enjoys participating in choir and dance groups. 

 

 
 

 

The photo to the right shows Pierre Dieuferson 

Jacquet, known to his friends as Jeff.  He is 11 years old and in 6th grade 

at St. Joseph's school. His favorite subject is math.  Like many kids here in 

Haiti he says he wants to be a doctor.  His mother died during the 

earthquake and he now lives with his aunt. 
 

In the photo on the left is Kendy Love Jourdan, who entered 9th grade 

this academic year.  He is a very talented young man.  He has the voice of 

an angel and sings wonderfully.  Ever since preschool he has maintained 

the highest average in his classes, and always has first place.  He is a 

budding poet, as you can see by his poem on the first page.  Kendy also 

studies theology with adults and is one of the best in that course of study.  

His ambition is to become a pastor and a doctor.  Haitian Connection is 

helping him out with books. 
 

Evens St. Louis is a fourth-year management student at UNOGA. He is 

25 years old.  His whole family is deceased, and he is living with a friend 

since Hurricane Matthew struck Jérémie.  He had lived with his uncle 

who also paid his tuition, but the uncle died during the hurricane.  Evens 

has promised he will do his best, because his dream is to get a Master’s 

degree so he can come back to UNOGA to teach.  
 

  

Finally, we have Gerald Bellefleur, now a fourth-year 

agronomy student.  He is the student mentioned below who just finished an 

internship in Pignon with Dr. Moussanto.  Gerald is a very motivated student 

and serious about his studies.  He studies not only to get good grades, but 

because he is very interested in what he is learning.  He is also receiving 

training as an assistant in our Divergent Thinking Institute. 

 

 



Memorandum of Understanding  
 

The Haitian American Museum of Chicago and 

Haitian Connection signed an MOU on August 

8, 2017. Sharing a 

common vision of 

education as a vehicle to development we already have embarked on our first 

project together. Earlier this year HAMOC was able to collect 15 boxes of 

new textbooks in French for middle school and high school students. 

Haitian Connection helped shipped them to Camp Perrin to the Lycée there. 

We would like to see if the intervention of making text books available in the 

school library for those students who are not able to purchase them, will 

improve their success in school. We will follow the students for several years 

to gauge the impact of this initiative. 
 

UNOGA Student Veterinary Internship 

Haitian Connection sponsored a third-year agronomy student, 
Gerald Bellefleur, from UNOGA for his internship with a 
veterinarian in Pignon in northern Haiti. Dr. Moussanto is a graduate 
from the University of Fondwa where Renate worked as the Rectrice 
for several years. Gerald had a fantastic experience with Dr. 
Moussanto and learned a lot.  

 

                                     
Book Corner 

Why Haiti Needs New Narratives: A Post-Quake Chronicle by Gina 

Athena Ulysse, Wesleyan University Press, 2015 
Mainstream news coverage of the catastrophic earthquake of January 12, 2010, 

reproduced longstanding narratives of Haiti and stereotypes of Haitians. Cognizant 

that this Haiti, as it exists in the public sphere, is a rhetorically and graphically 

incarcerated one, the feminist anthropologist and performance artist Gina Athena 

Ulysse embarked on a writing spree that lasted over two years. As an ethnographer 

and a member of the diaspora, Ulysse delivers critical cultural analysis of geopolitics 

and daily life in a series of dispatches, op-eds and articles on post-quake Haiti. Her 

complex yet singular aim is to make sense of how the nation and its subjects 

continue to negotiate sovereignty and being in a world where, according to a Haitian saying, tout moun se 

moun, men tout moun pa menm (All people are human, but all humans are not the same). This collection 

contains thirty pieces, most of which were previously published in and on Haitian Times, Huffington Post, 

Ms Magazine, Ms Blog, NACLA, and other print and online venues. The book is trilingual (English, 

Kreyòl, and French) and includes a foreword by award-winning author and historian Robin D.G. Kelley. 



Haitian Connection 
 

Haitian Connection is a 501(c) (3) tax exempt organization founded in 2005, which focuses on the needs of women, children 
and young adults in the Jérémie region of southwest Haiti. A variety of projects have already touched thousands of lives: 
houses have been built for more than 97 women and their children; a small microcredit program is providing economic 
opportunity for women in 2 communities; a potable water initiative is giving healthy water to one thousand families; and local 
school teachers have received training in the Child-to-Child method. In 2016 Haitian Connection trained four facilitators in 
Divergent Thinking, and now Haitian Connection through its Divergent Thinking Institute is providing Divergent Thinking 
seminars all over Haiti.  
 

Several new initiatives have been launched in 2017 such as a Language Institute to teach foreign languages to children and 
adults as well as provide training in pedagogy and methodology in the teaching of foreign languages. 
 

An additional Continuing Education Institute has also been developed to provide continuing education in a variety of fields 
through seminars and conferences.   
 

As a response to the earthquake in January 2010, and its psychological aftermath, Haitian Connection has established a mental 
health program in Jérémie to provide counseling as people resettle, tally their losses and adjust to a new reality. 27 members of 
the community have been trained in psychological first aid.  This served the greater Jérémie area well after Hurricane Matthew 
in October of 2016. Our mental health agents were able to hold community meetings to give people an opportunity to debrief 
and receive some training in stress reduction techniques. For 7 years Haitian Connection has also worked to strengthen the 
University of the Nouvelle Grand’Anse by partnering with professionals in the US and other countries.  
 

Support Us 
 

Haitian Connection is a 501(c) (3) nonprofit corporation registered in Illinois and your gifts are tax deductible. Our projects 
depend on volunteers and the financial support of people who desire to help.  
The cost of building a home for a woman and her family in Jérémie is $2,000.  The houses have three rooms and a latrine.  
You could contribute to a house, or even get your church/organization to sponsor a whole house. After Hurricane Matthew, 
this has become a priority for people in the region.  
 

Scholarships for needy students from elementary to secondary schools. 
Microcredit group: contributions accepted. 
Mental Health Program: contributions to mental health center accepted (total cost for one year $10,000) 
 

Support for training programs in Divergent Thinking, mental health, Child-to-Child, and continuing education. A training 
program for 25 people requires us to provide a meal for all participants and give the facilitators a stipend (about 500.00 
Dollars per training).  
 

To support our projects financially, donate online by visiting our website at: www.HaitianConnection.org   
If you would prefer to send a donation by mail, please address checks to: Haitian Connection 

          5300 South Shore Drive # 27 
          Chicago, IL 60615 

When you order from Amazon.com, giving to Haitian Connection is easy! Simply go to https://smile.amazon.com/ to get 
started! 
 

Get Involved 
 

We are looking for volunteers: English teachers, educators, specialists in various fields to give short conferences or seminars. 
A great need currently is a volunteer website manager.  
 

To volunteer, contact Renate Schneider at haitianconnection@gmail.com or by phone at 312/493-3719; in Haiti: 011/509/3 
463-7532  
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