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Pilot Program Directly Addresses Extreme Poverty

Haitian Connection is starting a very small pilot project that we call
Cash Without Condition. We will give 10 extremely poor women the
equivalent of 30.00 US Dollars each month for 6 months, beginning
in March of this year. We chose women because they tend to make
better decisions when it comes to managing money. The recipients
have been carefully selected based on their housing situation, what
they are wearing, children in school, medical and dental attention and
so forth. Truly the women selected exist on less than one dollar a day.
They have no furniture and sleep on the floor. The money the recipients receive has no strings
attached. On other words, we do not tell people how to use the money, but they use it the way they
see fit. After 6 months we will evaluate if and when their condition changed. The popular
stereotype is that the poor are feckless and irresponsible. But studies have shown that this is not
the case. In Kenya where such a program was implemented with 500 families, the results showed a
58% increase in the recipient’s assets, a 42% reduction in the days that children went without food,
and mental health improved substantially with large reductions in stress and depression along with
increases in life satisfaction.
Haitian Connection is starting out on a very small scale but will consider enlarging this program
should the results be positive.

Jérémie Breadfruit Flour and Nursery News

We are glad to announce that Jérémie Breadfruit Flour and Nursery is now a legally recognized
business in Haiti. This will help us get contracts through the state for a school feeding program. In
addition, Jérémie Breadfruit Flour is now selling Breadfruit Flour in 4 bakeries in Jérémie. Nice
advertising is bringing in clients. (Below, right)

Haitian Connection Launches Reading Intervention Program
The University of Virginia under the direction of Prof Diane Hoffman, and
Haitian Connection are collaborating on a reading intervention program. 15
poor readers from Sant Sen Jean Bosco, a school for disadvantaged kids are
being paired with 5 middle and high school students who are strong readers.
Each of older kids is a tutor for 3 younger kids. They meet twice a week to
work through an established curriculum. The program will last for 4 months.
At the end we will evaluate if this intervention will bring positive results. We
will let you know.

Renate Schneider Accepts Advisory Board Position with Fondase
Renate Schneider, president of Haitian
Connection, was invited to serve on the
Advisory Board of Fondase, a microcredit
organization, and she has accepted the
position. Fonds de Développement des
activités socio-économiques in Fondwa,
known as Fondase, was founded June 2,
2008, as an official lending institution by Moise Iraus a management graduate of the University of
Fondwa as well as the University of the Nouvelle Grand'Anse, founded Fondase. Moise has since
then obtained his Masters in Belgium in microfinance. Currently, Fondase operates primarily in the
Fondwa area and is preparing to expand nationally. It is very exciting to be part of this venture.

Responsible Sexuality Workshop a Success

Haitian Connection held a Responsible Sexuality workshop for young women and
girls in collaboration with Partners in Parenting Haiti. We see many young people
engage prematurely in sexual activities, and some very young girls ending up
pregnant. The workshop was received with much interest, and participants asked
many questions. Thank you to Ms. Calas for an excellent presentation and debate.

Mental Health Outreach Activities

On Saturday, February 17, we continued our
outreach with our mental health program.
This time we went to the community of
Deschamps where we also have the housing
program, and a small microcredit program.
We had asked Pastor Eric, our community
liaison in Deschamps to recruit 50
community members to participate in our
training. Well, he recruited 53, old and young,
men and women. All participated with great
interest and enthusiasm. We covered stress reduction, depression anxiety,
the restavek situation, and nutrition among other things. This was interspersed with songs, games,
and relaxation techniques. The most moving aspect of the experience was the deep personal
sharing. It was truly a blessed day.

Haitian Connection’s Mental Health Team

In rural Paroty, we held another mental health
training. Paroty is the community where we
have our goat project as well as our cash without
conditions effort. By Haitian standards, it was a
cold day, but everybody who signed up came.
Over 50 people participated, teenagers, boys and
girls, men and women. It was an amazing
experience and the curiosity and interest of the
participants was inspiring. Kudos to the mental
health agents who did a fantastic job!

Haitian Connection Cooking School

Saturday, February 24, we conducted our first cooking
school with women from the community of Doudouch
where we also have our breadfruit flour factory and
nursery. Over 30 women and one man participated. We
had an experienced chef, Madanm Wilfrid, to show the
women how to make pate (a crust pocket filled with meat
and herbs), and also how to make a breakfast cereal with
breadfruit flour. The women enjoyed learning and were
so enthusiastic that they asked us to come again. The
objective of this cooking school is to show people the versatility of breadfruit
flour. We also gave away small bags of breadfruit flour so the women can experiment with it and
see what can be done with it. This is one effort at marketing to help us promote the use of
breadfruit four and to increase our client base.
A few weeks later, our 2nd cooking
school took place in Latiboliere, also
a great success. The women made
pate, a pocket-like pastry with meat
filling.

Restavek Freedom Foundation Visits Jérémie

On January 19 and 20, 2018 the Restavek Freedom
Foundation came to Jérémie on the invitation of Haitian
Connection. On the 19th, the Restavek Freedom Foundation
gave a conference to the first-year students at the law school
with special emphasis on national and international law as
well as how they work with the Haitian government.
Restaveks, from the French to stay with, (children in
servitude) are defined by 3 criteria: Displacement from the
family of origin to another family, working without getting
paid for the work, and being abused physically, psychologically, sexually. Restavek Freedom has as
its goal to end child slavery in Haiti.
On the 20th, the Restavek Freedom
Foundation presented an all-day
seminar to our mental health
workers and some people from the
community, stressing the
psychological impact and trauma
that results for a child who is
placed in servitude. We have
obtained a deeper understanding of the issue, as well have
committed ourselves to sensitize others around us to the
problem of restaveks.

Masculinity Study Results

A while ago we mentioned that Haitian Connection was collaborating with Henry Ford Hospital
on a masculinity study. The preliminary results are in and some of you might be interested.
Here are some interesting findings that jump out:
First, many of the questions demonstrate high breadth of opinion on many of the questions
asked. For example, the male respondents were almost 50/50 agree/disagree on whether man
decides the type of sex to have; whether men need sex more than women; whether a man needs
other women; and whether he would use force to defend his reputation. This demonstrates a very
low level of consensus across all respondents for at least some of the GEMS (Gender Equality
Measurement Scale)-masculinity items.
Second, on items that ask about violence against women, about 1/3 of respondents still
respond in unhealthy ways: 16/50 agree that there are times when a woman deserves to be beaten;
14/50 agree that a woman should tolerate violence to keep a family together; and 18/50 agree that
it’s okay for a man to hit a woman who cheats on him. Interestingly, this drops by 50% to 9/50
who agreed to an intimate partner violence question on whether they agreed it’s okay for a man to
hit his wife if she won’t have sex with him.
Third, there was only one item that was 100% unanimous ‘agree’ which was a healthy answer:
“if a guy gets a woman pregnant, the child is the responsibility of both.” There were several others
with majority ‘healthy’ responses, and a few with majority unhealthy responses.

Book Corner
Walking on Fire: Haitian Women's Stories of Survival and
Resistance by Beverly Bell, Cornell University Press, 2001
Haiti, long noted for poverty and repression, has a powerful and too-oftenoverlooked history of resistance. Women in Haiti have played a large role
in changing the balance of political and social power, even as they have
endured rampant and devastating state-sponsored violence, including
torture, rape, abuse, illegal arrest, disappearance, and assassination.
In Walking on Fire, Beverly Bell, an activist and an expert on Haitian social
movements, brings together thirty-eight oral histories from a diverse group
of Haitian women. The interviewees include, for example, a former prime
minister, an illiterate poet, a leading feminist theologian, and a vodou
dancer. Defying victim status despite gender- and state-based repression, they tell how Haiti's poor
and dispossessed women have fought for their personal and collective survival.
The women's powerfully moving accounts of horror and heroism can best be characterized by the
Creole word istwa, which means both "story" and "history." They combine theory with case studies
concerning resistance, gender, and alternative models of power. Photographs of the women who
have lived through Haiti's recent past accompany their words to further personalize the interviews
in Walking on Fire.

Haitian Connection
Haitian Connection is a 501(c) (3) tax exempt organization founded in 2005, which focuses on the needs of women, children
and young adults in the Jérémie region of southwest Haiti. A variety of projects have already touched thousands of lives:
houses have been built for more than 97 women and their children; a small microcredit program is providing economic
opportunity for women in 2 communities; a potable water initiative is giving healthy water to one thousand families; and local
school teachers have received training in the Child-to-Child method. In 2016 Haitian Connection trained four facilitators in
Divergent Thinking, and now Haitian Connection through its Divergent Thinking Institute is providing Divergent Thinking
seminars all over Haiti.
Several new initiatives have been launched in 2017 such as a Language Institute to teach foreign languages to children and
adults as well as provide training in pedagogy and methodology in the teaching of foreign languages.
An additional Continuing Education Institute has also been developed to provide continuing education in a variety of fields
through seminars and conferences.
As a response to the earthquake in January 2010, and its psychological aftermath, Haitian Connection has established a mental
health program in Jérémie to provide counseling as people resettle, tally their losses and adjust to a new reality. 27 members of
the community have been trained in psychological first aid. This served the greater Jérémie area well after Hurricane Matthew
in October of 2016. Our mental health agents were able to hold community meetings to give people an opportunity to debrief
and receive some training in stress reduction techniques. For 7 years Haitian Connection has also worked to strengthen the
University of the Nouvelle Grand’Anse by partnering with professionals in the US and other countries.

Support Us
Haitian Connection is a 501(c) (3) nonprofit corporation registered in Illinois and your gifts are tax deductible. Our projects
depend on volunteers and the financial support of people who desire to help.
The cost of building a home for a woman and her family in Jérémie is $2,000. The houses have three rooms and a latrine.
You could contribute to a house, or even get your church/organization to sponsor a whole house. After Hurricane Matthew,
this has become a priority for people in the region.
Scholarships for needy students from elementary to secondary schools.
Microcredit group: contributions accepted.
Mental Health Program: contributions to mental health center accepted (total cost for one year $10,000)
Support for training programs in Divergent Thinking, mental health, Child-to-Child, and continuing education. A training
program for 25 people requires us to provide a meal for all participants and give the facilitators a stipend (about 500.00
Dollars per training).
To support our projects financially, donate online by visiting our website at: www.HaitianConnection.org
If you would prefer to send a donation by mail, please address checks to: Haitian Connection
5300 South Shore Drive # 27
Chicago, IL 60615
When you order from Amazon.com, giving to Haitian Connection is easy! Simply go to https://smile.amazon.com/ to get
started!

Get Involved
We are looking for volunteers: English teachers, educators, specialists in various fields to give short conferences or seminars.
To volunteer, contact Renate Schneider at haitianconnection@gmail.com or by phone at 312/493-3719; in Haiti: 011/509/3
463-7532

