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Partners In Parenting Haiti Cheers Participant Off to Medical School
The Partners in Parenting Program (PIPH) with which
Haitian Connection is collaborating, is very pleased to
announce that one of our children, Stamara, has been
accepted to medical school at Université Lumière in
Port au Prince. The competition for entry is very
tough. There were over 1,000 applicants, only 123
were accepted and Stamara placed 5th in the
competition. Congratulations. We had a little party for
her, which her proud foster mother, Mirtha (right),
attended. Below, read the moving essay that Stamara
wrote to explain why she wants to go to medical school.

Stamara’s Reason for Studying Medicine
All living beings need good health so that their survival can be guaranteed. What I found curious is
that Haitians do not give their health a lot of importance. I am asking myself, is it because they are
too superstitious? They always believe that illnesses come from people who practice evil, or
sorcerers, and people who do bad things etc. Therefore, they neglect medical doctors. I have
finished my high school education and am planning now to go to university to study medicine. My
aunt had become very ill, and it was her illness which motivated me to become a doctor. My aunt’s
ill ness taught me something about life, and I was confronted with some difficult moments. I cried
a lot, because I thought my aunt was dying. What seemed especially sad to me was that when I
went to school my thoughts were with her. I always saw her on her bed being gravely ill. I cried and
thought I had been born too late, and what came to me was that I should have been a doctor
already. I felt all alone, and I prayed a lot, and I even asked God to take some of my future years
and give them to my aunt. I was very aware that the people around me were extremely
superstitious. That gave me a lot of heartache. After this sad illness, I turned a page. I thought a lot,
not only because there was no doctor in my family who could have helped my dear aunt, who
sacrificed so much for me and my wellbeing, that if I had been a doctor, I could have helped her.
After God, the life of my family depends on me, and I am ready to sacrifice my youth to make life
better for them.

Cash Without Condition Pilot Report
Our first group of Cash without Condition completed their 6-month trial period and we decided to
extend the program for as long as possible, because the small amount of cash the recipients receive
generates benefits that are much larger than anticipated. Our first group of women is from Paroty,
a small rural area outside of Jérémie. The women were selected after several visits to the
community based on several criteria of poverty. They belong to the extremely poor. None of their
houses has a roof, only plastic tarp which does not really protect against the elements. We were
able to meet with them, and the change was immediately evident. Psychologically we could see that
a lot of the stress that previously showed in their faces has been lifted.
Jacqueline (right), who is 62 years old, has been able to start a small business with
charcoal. She buys charcoal and resells it. She also has started a small vegetable
garden where she plants corn, eggplant, carrots and onions It helps her
supplement her diet. There are 4 people in the house who live in 2 small rooms.
Rachel (left) has 5 small children. The monthly cash allows her
to buy used clothing which she then resells in her community. It
also allows her to send all of her kids to school. And she does not have to worry
so much how to feed her children. All this just because of the small influx of cash
monthly.

Roselaine (right) lost all of her meager belongings during the hurricane. Thanks to
the money she received, she has started a small business selling bananas and
plantains. She also planted a vegetable garden with corn, potatoes, manioc
(another root vegetable), and green onions. All this is helping her family to not go
hungry. She buys the bananas and plantains at a distant market and then sells them
in her community.
Dominique (left) lives with her husband who is a small farmer.
Before she received the cash, she had nothing, now she has started a small
business with a variety of food items. The money she makes from the business
she uses to feed her family. She also plants melons. Her house in great need of
repair, because when it rains everything gets wet. Nonetheless, she thanks God
every day for the help she is getting.

Hermitise (right) was very happy to come to the meeting. She also sells
bananas which she purchases from a market quite a distance away. Her husband
is ill, and cannot help, so she is the sole support of her family. She is with this
husband since 2001, after her first husband died. She is very grateful to God,
because she said that God put the idea of cash without condition in our head. I
was moved when she pointed that out, because in some way what we do is not
really us who are doing it, but with the help of God....

(Cash Without Condition Pilot Report, continued)

We also visited with the women in the community of Deschamps who are part of our cash without
conditions program. Again, we were pleasantly surprised how these poorest of the poor are
managing their monthly cash stipend.
Magdala (right) is 29 years old and has 2 children, 3 and 6 years old. The
money helps her continue her small business which she established since
receiving the monthly grant. She sells flour, cooking oil, crackers and candy.
She has also been able to buy a small piece of land where in the future she
would like to build her own house. She is also able to pay the school fees for
her oldest child. It is truly amazing how these women are able to manage that
money.
Rosemanite (left) is 43 years old, and has 8 children. Five of her children are
in Port au Prince, as restaveks, 3 children are with her. She has her own piece
of land, and has purchased several sacks of cement in order to begin
construction on her own house. Her children that are with her are able to go to
school, and she bought some chickens so she has some eggs. From time to
time she slaughters a chicken and sells the meat.

Nadia (right) is 45 years old, and she has 5 children. She bought a sheep to
slaughter it and sell the meat. With that income she is trying to purchase a small
piece of land, so she can eventually build her own place. Some of her children
are able to go to school, but not all of them.
Julienne (left) is 54 years old and has 8 children. All the
children are with her. Some of them are in school. After hurricane Matthew
they all lived in a small tent, which over time fell apart. With the monthly
stipend she has been able to rent a small house, which provides a lot more
security for her and her family.

Selite (right) is 62 years old and lives in a little hovel
with plastic as a roof. But she is grateful for the monthly stipend, because it has
allowed her to get her small business off the ground. She sells kleren (a local
rum), and charcoal, as well as cooking oil and spaghetti.
All of these stories demonstrate that when you give very poor people money, they do not waste it,
but manage in small ways to start their own businesses and ameliorate their lives. It is truly amazing
how such a small stipend can make such a difference.

Amazing story of success – A great example of a Social Business

Jérémie Breadfruit Flour and Nursery has been working in the community of
Doudouch for several years now. Doudouch is about an hour drive from Jérémie
over impossible roads. Trees That Feed Foundation has supported breadfruit
flour production as well as the nursery, but JBFN (Jérémie Breadfruit Flour and
Nursery) is spreading its wings, and is beginning to rely more and more on its
own marketing and efforts.
What has helped this effort is the cooperative that was formed
through the initiative of Pierre-Moise Louis (right), the founder
and owner of JBFN. The cooperative consists of 50 members, mostly women.
As a true social business JBFN purchases breadfruit seeds as well as breadfruit
from the small farmers in the cooperative. This income allows the small farmers
to send their kids to school, and have income to support their families. JBFN
has trained the members of the community so that they
know how to pick and harvest the breadfruit.
Members of the cooperative also volunteer in the JBFN nursery to plant and
prepare the plastic sacks for the seedlings. They are true volunteers, because
they do not receive any money for this, except something to drink and some
bread.
The bread comes from the newest venture of JBFN, the
bakery, which produces bread as well as konparets. Members
of the cooperative form a sales force to sell the baked goods
far and wide. People from the surrounding area also come to the bakery to buy
bread, because word has spread that bread is fresh and available at our bakery.
The bread is made with a mixture of breadfruit flour and regular flour.
JBFN has set up a credit program for members of the cooperative. Through this
program, they can buy bread or konparets in the bakery to sell. After the sale,
the members keep all the profits and then pay the debt. The profit obtained is around 20% of the
amount of the debt.
After a sale of seeds, regardless of the amount of money, the member gives 5%
to form a fund for the cooperative. The fund is there to contribute to the
internal activities of the cooperative.
All members of the cooperative are enrolled in the cooking school program that
JBFN has set up. After the training sessions, participants will be responsible for
buying breadfruit flour to prepare edible products for schoolchildren and other
individuals.
The members of the cooperative see the JBFN business as
beneficial to them and the community. They have a stake in
the development of the business, and therefore it is truly a social business. It
now employs 5 people full time (job creation), and many more on a temporary
basis as needed.
Success stories are rare in Haiti, so I wanted to share with all of you this exciting
story of success, thanks to the support of many, especially to the Trees That
Feed Foundation, but also to the hard work of Agr. Pierre-Moise Louis as well as
all of the members of the cooperative.

Rebuilt Houses Bring Joy to Their Owners
The last three of the houses that were completely destroyed during Hurricane Matthew have now
been finished. They had to be rebuilt from scratch, and we are proud that now all the women and
their children have once again a roof over their head. Overall, we had to reconstruct 34 houses of
the 105 houses that we have built so far. One of the houses belongs to Encent Charles who has 8
children. She is 59 years and sells charcoal for income. She is delighted that once again she has a
secure roof. Idoxy Dorestan flows over with gratitude. Hers was a house that was a new
construction, because she did not have a house before this one. She was living in a little hovel
where the rain and wind would go through unhindered. Six people are living in the house. Idoxy
was severely injured during Matthew and needed skin grafts. She has completely recovered and has
a small business. Etienne Chile is 40 years old. She has 5 children, 2 of whom are in Port au Prince
in domestic servitude. She has some debts which she is trying to repay with the small business that
she is running out of her reconstructed home.

Another Successful Outreach for Our Mental Health Team

We had another successful outreach program in Deschamps with 50 primarily young people,
mostly young men. This was a great opportunity to speak about violence, in particular violence
against women. The young people were very attentive. We conducted our full program, and again
our mental health agents showed all they know and conducted the training with enthusiasm and
conviction. Particularly moving was the sharing time for participants and leaders.

Divergent Thinking Seminar in Fondwa

One of our Divergent Thinking facilitators, Moise Iraus, now makes his home
in Fondwa. He organized 25 people from 5 different community organizations
in the area to participate, and participate they did, with lots enthusiasm. Their
feedback was very positive, all felt that this was useful for all aspects of their
lives.

Literacy Program Continues into Its Fourth Year

With the new school year, we started up our literacy program or "lekol alpha" again. This is our 4th
year, and we still find women who want to learn to read and write. Once they have mastered
writing their own name, you can see the pride in their faces. They also learn simple math skills and
seem to really enjoy them. They come to school 5 afternoons a week, from 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm.
This is a major commitment, because the women have
many obligations, like caring for their families, trying to
find a way to obtain some food, having a small business,
and working the land.
The two women who are the backbone of the program
are Esther (left) and Milourdes (right). They facilitate the
lessons with patience, humor and real engagement in the
whole process. Haitian Connection is fortunate to have
them on our team.

Haitian Connection
Haitian Connection is a 501(c) (3) tax exempt organization founded in 2005, which focuses on the needs of women, children
and young adults in the Jérémie region of southwest Haiti. A variety of projects have already touched thousands of lives:
houses have been built for more than 97 women and their children; a small microcredit program is providing economic
opportunity for women in 2 communities; a potable water initiative is giving healthy water to one thousand families; and local
school teachers have received training in the Child-to-Child method. In 2016 Haitian Connection trained four facilitators in
Divergent Thinking, and now Haitian Connection through its Divergent Thinking Institute is providing Divergent Thinking
seminars all over Haiti.
Several new initiatives have been launched in 2017 such as a Language Institute to teach foreign languages to children and
adults as well as provide training in pedagogy and methodology in the teaching of foreign languages.
An additional Continuing Education Institute has also been developed to provide continuing education in a variety of fields
through seminars and conferences.
As a response to the earthquake in January 2010, and its psychological aftermath, Haitian Connection has established a mental
health program in Jérémie to provide counseling as people resettle, tally their losses and adjust to a new reality. 27 members of
the community have been trained in psychological first aid. This served the greater Jérémie area well after Hurricane Matthew
in October of 2016. Our mental health agents were able to hold community meetings to give people an opportunity to debrief
and receive some training in stress reduction techniques. For 7 years Haitian Connection has also worked to strengthen the
University of the Nouvelle Grand’Anse by partnering with professionals in the US and other countries.

Support Us
Haitian Connection is a 501(c) (3) nonprofit corporation registered in Illinois and your gifts are tax deductible. Our projects
depend on volunteers and the financial support of people who desire to help.
The cost of building a home for a woman and her family in Jérémie is $2,000. The houses have three rooms and a latrine.
You could contribute to a house, or even get your church/organization to sponsor a whole house. After Hurricane Matthew,
this has become a priority for people in the region.
Scholarships for needy students from elementary to secondary schools.
Microcredit group: contributions accepted.
Mental Health Program: contributions to mental health center accepted (total cost for one year $10,000)
Support for training programs in Divergent Thinking, mental health, Child-to-Child, and continuing education. For every
program for 25 people we provide a meal for all participants and give the facilitators a stipend (about $500 per training).
To support our projects financially, donate online by visiting our website at: www.HaitianConnection.org
If you would prefer to send a donation by mail, please address checks to: Haitian Connection
5300 South Shore Drive # 27
Chicago, IL 60615
When you order from Amazon.com, giving to Haitian Connection is easy! Simply go to https://smile.amazon.com/ to get
started!

Get Involved
We are looking for volunteers: English teachers, educators, specialists in various fields to give short conferences or seminars.
To volunteer, contact Renate Schneider at haitianconnection@gmail.com or by phone at 312/493-3719; in Haiti: 011/509/3
463-7532

