Haitian Connection,
We are so grateful this season for our faithful supporters. Because of your generosity, Haitian
Connection's work in Jeremie continues, in spite of pandemic, earthquake, presidential assassination,
the bridge being out, and political chaos. Please read the attached letter from Renate, and give
thanks along with us!

Thanksgiving Greetings 2021
Dear Friends and Supporters of Haitian Connection,
Yes, I know it is not quite Thanksgiving, but the whole month of November has been designated as the month
of gratitude. Haitian Connection is truly grateful for the generosity of our friends and donors who have heard
the cry of our Haitian friends who have suffered much these past few months. Not only did the earthquake for
August 14 this year caused much damage to homes in Latibolye, Deschamps, Jean Bellune and Paroti, but it
also destroyed schools and churches as well as healthcare centers. In addition, the Jeremie area has been
unable to receive food items and construction materials because the bridge that allow transport in and out of
Jeremie has been declared unsafe except for motorcycles, which is still dangerous.
Thousands of kidnappings that have happened in Haiti this year. The gangs effectively have the entire nation
kidnapped as fuel and other essential commodities are very scarce as trucks and drivers are held hostage. The
result is that the people are suffering! Scarcity always causes prices to skyrocket, and incomes are decreasing
or going away all together.
Haitian Connection stands in solidarity with the people of the Grand’Anse and your generous donations have
made our continuing work possible.
Your gifts provided the following post - earthquake assistance:
1. Food distributions in the communities of Jean Bellune, Deschamps, Latibolye and Paroti
2. Cash distribution to women in Jeremie in great need

3. Backpack distribution in Latibolye with needed school items
4. In collaboration with Trees That Feed and Jeremie Breadfruit Flour and Nursery 80,000 konparets and
breads were distributed to hungry people in the most affected outlying communities.
5. Haitian Connection helped financially with the tearing down of the elementary school that was
severely damaged during the earthquake and had become a safety hazard
6. We also were able to send funds to Deschamps to repair some of the houses that we had built
7. We have doubled the usual stipend for our 10 women in our cash without condition program.
8. We distributed food and hygiene kits for 200 families in Jean Bellune, including solar lamps for 12
families.
9. We have mobilized our mental health agents to serve the people in their communities as a valuable
resource, and have been able to reach over 900 people.
10. We have been able to open up our after school center and provide homework help and games and
reading to 15 students.
11. We purchased tarps for the community in Jean Bellune so people could have some protection against
the elements.
12. We also achieved our goal of building 5 new houses for women and their children this year, 4 of them
since the earthquake happened.
We would not have been able to do any of this without the assistance of our Haitian volunteer staff,
victims themselves in the earthquake, but selflessly helping others in their communities. Hats off to these
amazing people who make it all happen.
Haiti has seen a year of tragedy and turmoil, of unprecedented insecurity, not only affecting people in Port
au Prince, but many all over the country. Despite this the churches are always full, even when the buildings
have been destroyed. Their faith is what keeps people moving forward despite unimaginable difficulties.
Haitian Connection is not planning our usual fundraiser around this time, because you have been so
incredibly generous in response to the suffering of our Haitian brothers and sisters. Let’s keep them in
mind as we celebrate Thanksgiving here in gratefulness for the opportunity to share all the people that
Haitian Connection is in solidarity with.
Thank you,
Renate
P.S. As always, donations will be gratefully received. You may give online by visiting our website
at: www.HaitianConnection.org and clicking on the PayPal button.
If you would prefer to send your contribution by mail, please address checks to:
Haitian Connection
5300 South Shore Drive # 27
Chicago, IL 60615

